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SUBJECT:MAIOR PROJECT: GASDUCTO CENTRO-ESTE 

REF: BUENOS AIRES A-162 DTD. 12/28/77 

1 . REFAIR WAS DISSEMINATED TO U.S. INDUSTRY UPON RECEIPT. 

ONE MAJOR AMERICAN DESIGN-CONSTRUCTOR IS EXTREMELY 
INTERESTED IN PROJECT AND HAS APPROACHED USDOC WITH REPORT 
THAT GAS DEL ESTADO PLANS RELEASE TENDERS VERY SHORTLY. 

2. COMPANY'S REPORT. HOWEVER, CONFLICTS WITH INFORMATION 
OBTAINED FROM IBRD. WHICH HAS INFORMED USDOC THAT IT, AND 
IDB, ARE CONSIDERING FINANCING PIPELINE BUT WILL NOT SEND 
PRELIMINARY SURVEY TEAM TO ARGENTINA UNTIL JUNE. 
FURTHERMORE, IBRD UNDERSTANDS THAT GOA IS CONSIDERING 
ALTERNATIVE METHOD OF IMPLEMENTATION WHEREBY PRIVATE FIRMS, 
EITHER ARGENTINE OR FOREIGN, WOULD BE INVITED TO DESIGN, 
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CONSTRUCT, AND OPERATE PIPELINE RECEIVING FEES FOR GAS 
TRANSMISSION FROM GOA. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION EMBASSY CAN DEVELOP 
ON CURRENT PROJECT STATUS. VANCE 
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